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CHAPTER 144

_______________

WATER AND IRRIGATION
_______________

SENATE BILL 15-008

BY SENATOR(S) Roberts, Hodge, Jones, Carroll, Crowder, Donovan, Garcia, Heath, Johnston, Kefalas, Merrifield, Newell,

Steadman, Todd;

also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Vigil, Coram, Mitsch Bush, Becker K., Buckner, Duran, Esgar, Fields, Ginal, Hamner, Kraft-Tharp,

Lebsock, Moreno, Pettersen, Rosenthal, Ryden, Williams, Winter, Young, Hullinghorst.

AN ACT

CONCERNING THE PROMOTION OF WATER CONSERVATION IN THE LAND USE PLANNING PROCESS,
AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 37-60-126, amend (4) introductory
portion, (4) (d), and (4) (e); and add (4) (f) as follows:

37-60-126.  Water conservation and drought mitigation planning - programs
- relationship to state assistance for water facilities - guidelines - water
efficiency grant program - repeal. (4)  A plan developed by a covered entity
pursuant to subsection (2) of this section shall MUST, at a minimum, include a full
evaluation of the following plan elements:

(d)  The time period, not to exceed seven years, after which the covered entity will
review and update its adopted plan; and

(e)  Either as a percentage or in acre-foot increments, an estimate of the amount
of water that has been saved through a previously implemented conservation plan
and an estimate of the amount of water that will be saved through conservation
when the plan is implemented; AND

(f) (I)  BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR WATER DEMAND MANAGEMENT, WATER

EFFICIENCY, AND WATER CONSERVATION THAT MAY BE IMPLEMENTED THROUGH

LAND USE PLANNING EFFORTS.

(II)  IN ORDER TO ASSIST COVERED ENTITIES IN MEETING THE REQUIREMENTS OF
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Capital letters indicate new material added to existing statutes; dashes through words indicate deletions
from existing statutes and such material not part of act.



438 Water and Irrigation Ch. 144

SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OF THIS PARAGRAPH (f), THE BOARD, IN CONSULTATION WITH

THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL AFFAIRS,
SHALL:

(A)  DEVELOP TRAINING PROGRAMS, INCLUDING INTRODUCTORY PROGRAMS,
REFRESHER PROGRAMS, AND ADVANCED PROGRAMS, FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT

WATER USE, WATER DEMAND, WATER CONSUMPTION, AND LAND USE PLANNERS

REGARDING BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR WATER DEMAND MANAGEMENT,
WATER EFFICIENCY, AND WATER CONSERVATION;

(B)  PROVIDE THE TRAINING, ON A RECURRING BASIS, FREE OF CHARGE TO LOCAL

WATER USE, WATER DEMAND, AND LAND USE PLANNERS; AND

(C)  MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING HOW TO BETTER INTEGRATE WATER

DEMAND MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION PLANNING INTO LAND USE PLANNING,
INCLUDING, AS APPROPRIATE, LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY, AND GUIDANCE OR POLICY

RECOMMENDATIONS.

SECTION 2.  Appropriation. For the 2015-16 state fiscal year, $50,000 is
appropriated to the department of natural resources for use by the Colorado water
conservation board. This appropriation is from the Colorado water conservation
board construction fund created in section 37-60-121 (1) (a), C.R.S. To implement
this act, the Colorado water conservation board may use this appropriation for the
water conservation program.

SECTION 3.  Act subject to petition - effective date - applicability. (1)  This
act takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the ninety-day
period after final adjournment of the general assembly (August 5, 2015, if
adjournment sine die is on May 6, 2015); except that, if a referendum petition is
filed pursuant to section 1 (3) of article V of the state constitution against this act
or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then the act, item, section,
or part will not take effect unless approved by the people at the general election to
be held in November 2016 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the
official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.

(2)  This act applies to conduct occurring on or after the applicable effective date
of this act.

Approved: May 1, 2015


